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1. ;‘The Government of lndla mtroduced the Accelerated Rural Water Supply |
Programme (ARWSP] in 1972 73 to support States and UTs with financial and ..

teehmcal, assistance to 1mplement drinking water supply schemes in order to
accelerate the pace of coverage across rural India. The entire programme was given a
Mission approach when the Technology Mission on Drinking Water Management,

~ called the National Drinking Water Mission (NDWM), was introduced as one of the

five Missions in the social sector in 1986. It was renamed as Rajiv Gandhi National

“Drinking Water Mission (RGNDWM) in 1991 and became the Department of Drinking

Water Supply(DDWS) in 1999,
Rural drinking water supply is a State subject and has been included in the Eleventh
Schedule of the Constitution among the subjects that may be entrusted to Panchayats

by the States.

2. So far since the first five year plan, the Government of India together with the State
governments, have spent close to Rs. 1,10,000 crore in the rural drinking water
sector. Under the current Xl Five Year Plan, the total expenditure is likely to be
almost 1,00, 000 crores including allocations. made under the 12% Finance
Commission. By, 2022, at the current rate of economic growth, investment in rural
drinking water sector is expected to grow at a brisk pace. Correspondingly, the

"demand for quality service delivery will also increase. At the same time, pressure on

water resources from competing sectors such as agriculture and industry will also
grow manifold. {Therefore, there is a need for setting aspirations, assessing the
current situation ii the sector and identifying strategies that may be followed by the
Government of India to enable the provision of quality drinking water for over 85

crore rural population.

3. The Departmeént of Drinking Water Supply, Government of India is now in the
process of preparing a strategic plan for rural drinking water sector to set the
aspiration, goals,’ objectives, strategy and implementation plan for the sector and for
the DDWS and 'the various stakeholders to achieve the goals by 2022 ie. the

' remammg two years of the current XI Five Year P]an the next two Plan periods.
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IL Defiqmg the aspiration

The Department of Drinking Water Supply, Government of India supplements the
efforts of the States in achieve the basic goal of the sector i.e. safe drinking water to
all in'rural areas on sustainable basis.

The Vision, Mission, Objectives and Functions of the Department of Drinking
Water Supply as enunciated in the Results Framework Document and in other

documents are as follows

Vision of the De;‘;artment
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sanitation for all;’
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To ensure all

ational Goal in rural dri
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_requirement should meet minimum water quality ‘'standards and be readily
conveniently accessible at all times and in all situations.” (A
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Mission of the Department ' v R

{

facilities and services.

All rural households have tap connections and get safe piped drinking water with I' #
quality as per IS-10500 (desirable limits) standards in adequate. quantity as per

notified norms in-every situation and all times without any need to make emergency
arrangement on their own leading to healthy and well-nourished children and adults.

People have some kind of legal right to get prescribed quantity of safe drinking water
- including surveillance and enforcement mechanism for fulfillment of those rights;

~Core pdrpbse/Obiectives of the Department as laid do_wn in the RFD, NRDWP

Guidelines etc. are/could be to:

In rural areas of the country,

1.
2.

oo

-10.

enable all households have access to and use safe drinking water;
ensure drinking water security through measures to improve/augment

existing drinking water. sources and conjunctive use of groundwater,

surface-water and rain water harvesting based on village water budgeting
and security plan prepared by the community/local government.

- Issue of potability, -reliability, sustainability, convenience, equity and .
consumers preference to be the guiding principles while planning fora

community based water supply system
give high priority to SC/ST and minority dominated habitations.

ensure adequate availability of water to meet livelihood and livestock needs..

'promote,participatory integrated water resources management with a view -
to ensure drinking water security; measurement and metering of water

availability, supply and use.

‘enable communities to monitor, protect and manage their drinking water

sources;

“ensure all government schools and anganwadis have functional toilets, . .

urinals and access to safe drinking water;

provide enabling support and environment for Panchayat Raj Institutions =
‘and local communities to manage their own drinking water sources and
_-systems, and sanitation in their villages; o
provide access to information through online reporting mechanism with
information placed in public domain to bring in transparency and informed

decision making;

basic needs on a sustainable basis. This “pasic -

rural households have access to and use safe and sustainable drinking + - ©
water by providing support to States in their endeavour to provide these basic- -
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programmes and schemes for safe drmkmg water and samtanon in rural
areas; iy B s o

i) conduct perlodxc pcrformance reviews w1th all States,

k iii.) supporting R&D mmanves IEC and HRD actxvmes for all stakeholders in
' drmkmg water and samtatxon sector; ‘

iv.) providing support to States in the wake of natura{ calamities to mitigate
drinking water and sanitation problems in rural areas;

v.)..  helping the PHEDSs to assume the role of “facilitator” for the Panchayats
in maintaining drinking water security '

vi)  developing capacnty of technlcal manpower at all levels in techmca]
managerial, attitudinal and skill set areas.

vii.)  building partnerships and synergizing efforts with other sector partners,
organizations, UN and bilateral agencies, NGOs, R&D institutions and
civil sofc'iety in our common endeavour to ensure access to safe drinking
water and sanitation for rural communities;

I
]

viii.) enabling States in resource mobilization from external funding agencies; |

_ “
ix)  technical support to States through seminars, interactions,
documentation of best practices and innovations;

e {
X) provide inputs to other Departments / Ministries for formulation of
¢ policies impacting water and sanitation issues;
:‘ . .

xi.)  formulate and review the Demand for Grant of the Department, respond
- to Audit observations, VIP references, and admxmstratlve functlons of

the Department
\

xii.) Recogmzmg and awarding Panchayats and organizations for excellent
' work i m rural sanitation and rural drinking water.

I

118 Assess the situation
| 1
}

In the Eleventh Plan document, it was decided that the major issues which need
tackling during this period are the problem of sustainability, water availability and
supply, poor water quality, centralized approach and financing of O&M cost while
ensuring equity. In order to address these issues, the rural water supply programme
and guidelines have been revised w.e.f. 1.4.2009 as the National Rural Drinking
Water Programme (NRDWP). The NRDWP (erstwhile ARWSP) is one of the six

components of Bharat Nirman, that was conceived as a plan to be 1mplemented in

four years, from 2005 06 to 2008-09 for building rural mfrastructure
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plannmg, xmplementatxon and momtormg" of centrally sponsored ,

















































